Sir  Ralph,  son  of  James  and  Eleanor,  was  the  father 
of  Sir  William,  who  had  by  his  wife  Jane  Peverel  a  son 
Theobald,  ancestor  of  the  Dukes  of  Bedford.  Theobald  mar¬ 
ried,  first,  Eleanor  de  Gorges,  and  second,  Alice  de  la 
Tour . 

Sir  Theobald,  son  of  Theobald  and  Eleanor,  took  the 
name  of  the  Gorges  and  the  Dorsetshire  estate  of  the  Buss¬ 
ells  went  to  William,  son  of  Theobald  by  his  second  marriage 
This  William  had  Henry,  who  had  John,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Heringham  and  was  the  father  of  John  and  William. 

The  elder  of  these  two  sons,  John,  was  knighted  and 
had  by  his  wife  Alice  Froxmore  a  son  James,  who  had  John, 
who  became  Gentleman  of  the  Privy  Chamber  and  confident 
to  King  Henry  the  Seventh  and  later  to  King  Henry  the 
Eighth.  He  held  the  positions  of  Sheriff  of  the  Counties 
of  Dorset  and  Somerset,  Ambassador  to  various  countries, 
Comptroller  of  his  Majesty's  Household,  and  was  finally 
given  the  title  of  Lord  Russell,  Baron  of  Chaynes,  in  the 
County  of  Buckingham. 

During  the  succeeding  years  many  landed  estates  came 
into  the  possession  of  the  family,  and  in  1550  Lord  Russell 
was  created  Earl  of  Bedford.  Besides  the  honors  received 
by  the  family  in  England,  there  were  many  notables  of  the 


